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The Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) 
established under the Kyoto Protocol is a 
market based approach that enables 
generation and trade of certified emission 
reductions units on a global scale. The CDM 
has helped create a technical base to 
account for emission reductions in a proper 
manner and has ably attracted finance from 
the private sector. Voluntary carbon market 
schemes further triggered private 
investments. 
 
In the past years, important revisions of the 
CDM have made it easier for African 
projects to participate. This is especially true 
for Least Developed Countries. Concepts 
such as Standardized Baselines, 
Programmatic CDM and automatic 
additionality for small-scale projects have 
led to a new development of emission 
reduction projects in Africa.  
  
Voluntary carbon mechanisms such as the 
Gold Standard have furthermore 
demonstrated that revenues generated 
through investment in carbon credits 
empower businesses and individuals thus 
offering long term benefits to some of the 
world’s poorest people. 
 
Today, East Africa is home to many cutting 
edge projects and programmes that in 
conjunction with emission reductions deliver 
a wide range of significant co-benefits 
including job creation, access to clean water 
or reduced occurrence of illness. Such 
projects still benefit from carbon markets 
through earning from the sale of credits on 
the tons of CO2 emissions they have 
prevented. But they also help to stimulate 
economic development in the region and 
alleviate poverty. 
 
 

 
East Africa hosts different project types from 
small-scale cook stoves to large 
hydropower sites, co-benefits that secure 
sustainable development beyond the 
reduction of emissions, various types of 
certificates and domestic mitigation 
approaches. The region is ready to serve 
the needs of a much diversified demand of 
emission reductions, both market and non-
market based. Projects in the region benefit 
from the sale of carbon credits to 
compliance and voluntary markets or 
through Results Based Finance.  
 
Reasons to participate in the East 
African Carbon Fair  
 
Invest in East Africa:  

Which types of certificate exist in the 

market? How can I ensure that I get the 

amount of emission reductions I need? How 

can co-benefits help to make my investment 

more attractive? Is it politically and 

economically safe to buy in East Africa? As 

a buyer or trader of emission reduction you 

will better understand the context of projects 

in East Africa.  

 

Monetize your mitigation action: 

Is it still worth to participate in carbon 

markets? What is the benefit for my project? 

Which financial instruments can support me 

to register my emission reductions and 

scale up my activities? What criteria would 

investors use to select bankable projects? 

 
The event will also explore new African 
developments such as trading of credits via 
stock exchanges and the emergence of 
carbon taxes. 



 
 

  

 

Target  

The Fair will bring together project 
developers, funding agencies, buyers, 
investors and companies interested in green 
growth. It will set the stage to further explore 
innovative financing instruments for project 
development and investment opportunities 
in East Africa. Participants shall acquire a 
deeper understanding of the projects and 
the context of the region from case studies. 

What is the added value for your 
participation? 

Project developers shall; 

- Learn more about emissions trading 
at both compliance market and 
voluntary market 

- Learn about innovative financing 
models for their projects and new 
trends in the market such as the 
Fairtrade Climate Standard  

- Market their emission reduction 
projects through explaining their 
approaches, sustainable 
development co-benefits and create 
partnerships with interested 
investors in emission reduction 
projects 

- Have an opportunity to meet one-on-
one with other Project developers in 
the region to share experiences and 
further explore innovative marketing 
strategies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Investors in emission reduction projects; 

- Shall have a unique opportunity to 
directly exchange with project 
owners who sell carbon credits, 
learn about their approaches, social 
and environmental impacts, and 
discover the technology transfers 
they have initiated 

- Shall get to know what types and 
amounts of CERs /VERs are 
available, and learn about the 
different technology types in sectors 
such as forestry, renewable energy, 
energy efficiency and waste 
management 

- Shall get to know about the 
attractiveness of ER projects in the 
East African region and the added 
advantages such as certification 
under the Fairtrade Climate 
Standard 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  


