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The global demand for refrigeration and air conditioning continues to grow and with that the stock of 
appliances, foams and products containing substances with a high global warming potential. Some of 
them even contribute to the depletion of the ozone layer. These so-called banks of Ozon Depleting 
Substances (ODS) and Hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) are not being managed or disposed in an 
environmentally sound manner and emit substances equivalent to approximately 1.5 Gt CO2 each year.  

Currently, there are no global agreements in place to address the challenge of accumulating ODS and 
HFC banks in old cooling equipment. As a result, this specific emission reduction potential has remained 
largely untapped up to now: The newly launched Climate and Ozone Protection Alliance (COPA) brings 
together all relevant actors to jointly work on urgently needed solutions for ODS and HFC banks. COPA 
will support member countries and partners in exploiting GHG emission reduction potential in ODS and 
HFC banks management, thereby making a significant contribution to achieving partner countries’ 
mitigation and nationally determined contributions (NDCs) targets and contributing to the Paris 
Agreement goal of limiting global warming to below 1.5°C increase.  

The focus of the side event is to present the recently launched Climate and Ozone Protection Alliance 
and how the alliance can support countries in taking action in ODS and HFC banks management.   

Moderation: Christin Johnen 

Agenda 

 6:00 pm – get together, warm dinner 

 6:30 pm-7:30 pm – presentations 

Welcome Remarks (5 min) Ajiniyaz Reimov (UNDP)  

The Climate and Ozone Protection Alliance (10 min) Ellen Michel, COPA 

Country perspective: The need for ODS and HFC banks 
management and potentials for achieving NDCs (15 min)  Joseph Baffoe (Ghana) tbc 

Solutions for ODS and HFC banks management (10 min) Maria Gutierrez (Tradewater) 
tbc  

Questions & Answers (15 min)  All participants  

Conclusion and Closing Remarks (5 min) Ole Nielsen (UNIDO) 

 
Contact: 
Christin Johnen | christin.johnen@giz.de 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH | Proklima 
 

Wednesday, 2 November 2022, 6-8 pm 
EVO La Plaza - 777 Robert-Bourassa, Montréal 
 
Shedding light on a blind spot through the Climate and Ozone 
Protection Alliance: leveraging the vast emissions reduction potential 
of correct disposal of ODS and HFC banks 


